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Summer Reading Assignment 2018 
 

The following books are required reading for incoming students of AP English Language and 
Writing. 
 
  
 Eats, Shoots and Leaves by Lynn Truss 
 On Writing by Stephen King 
 Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs 
 The Professor and the Madman by Simon Winchester  
 Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder 
 
Your first several assignments in September will be based on these books, and it will be to 
your benefit to have a thorough understanding of them. 
 
As you read each book, please take notes on important ideas that you can share in class 
discussions in September and that you may want to incorporate into your written 
assessments. 
 
Your first assessment will be a vocabulary quiz on words from The Professor and The 
Madman.  You should create a list of words that you do not know and their definitions.  You 
will be able to use this list for your quiz, but please note that if you type it, you must print it; 
you will not be allowed to access your computer during the quiz.  The expectation is that 
this list will be made by each student individually and not shared. 
 
Your second assessment will be a grammar quiz on the rules outlined in Eats, Shoots and 
Leaves.  In order to prepare for this, you should identify they key rules that Lynn Truss 
highlights in the book and be able to apply them.  You will be able to use this list of rules for 
your quiz, but please note that if you type it, you must print it; you will not be allowed to 
access your computer during the quiz. The expectation is that this list will be made by each 
student individually and not shared. 
 
Your third assessment will be an argument essay on the book Mountains Beyond Mountains.  
The specific topic will be assigned in September.  In order to prepare for this you should 
identify and be able to apply suggestions from the Toolbox section in On Writing and you 
should identify and be able to apply the key components of effective argument from Thank 
You For Arguing.  
 
Your fourth assessment will be to create a comprehensive list of rules for writers.  This list 
will be assigned in September.  You will identify the essential rules of writing collectively 
from the first four books on the list.  
 
The primary expectation of AP English Language and Writing students is that you come to 
class prepared, which means that you read each assignment carefully and critically, taking 
notes on key ideas. 


